ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


April 16, 1990 


Mr. Philip Lapsansky 

Library Company of Philadelphia 
1314 Locust Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 


Dear Phil: 


I found your 9/11/89 letter to me and you suggested the Philadelphia 
newspapers be checked for any 1798 discussion as to the Bank of North 
America charter renewal. That was why I felt the matter was still open. 


I have just had the third edition of Early Paper Money of America published 
and if my publisher didn't send the library a copy, please let me know 
and. I" 11 do so. 


I am coming to Philadelphia with my wife to attend the International 
Society of Antique Scale Collectors annual meeting on May 10-13, 1990. 
I am talking on American coin scales. I hope to come to the library 
on Friday/May 11, 1990, if possible. 


If it is easy for you to determine the dates and addresses of 3 Philadelphia 
scale makers beforehand, I will be grateful. They are Fairbanks and 

Ewing (circa 1872); Henry Troemmer, who I believe operated a long time 

in the 19th century; and a man whose brass scale of the 1850-1855 period is 
marked MEYERS PHILA. I hope this will be easy and I will be grateful. 


I look forward to seeing you. 


Singerely, 


< 


Teal 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN: bv 


THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA »& Founven 1731 


1314 LOCUST STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19107 
April 30, 1990 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63150 


Dear Mr. Newman 
Yes, we received the third edition of Early Paper Money, for which we thank you. 


To your questions: a quick check through city directories shows Frederick Meyer (some- 
times Myers) active from 1840 to 1853, beginning at 492 N. 2nd St and moving by 1850 to 
196 High (Market) St., and in 1853 to 240 High St. Henry Troemner first appears in 1844, 
at 7 Pleasant Retreat; by 1850 he is also at 196 High and by 1856 at 240, and by 1860 at 710 
Market. One Troemner or another is active through the 19th century and unto this day; they 
still make scales which are marketed by Edmund Scientific Col in New Jersey. The partnership 
of George C. Ewing Jr and numerous Fairbanks (Thaddeus, Horace, Franklin and over time others) 
seems to start in 1856 at 225 Market St., and, 1870 -1879, at 715 Chestnut. Most of the Fairbanks 
involved are listed as actually residing in Vermong. 


Where is the meeting of the Antique Scale Collectors? We would like to get in touch and 
receive any newsletters and other publications. I look forward to your visit on May 11. Some 
of the scales in our collection of scientific instruments may interest you. 


Sincerely, 


(ND ee 


Phil Lapsansky a 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, Se. Louis, Missouri 63105 


May 16, 1990 


Mr. Phil Lapsansky 

Library Company of Philadelphia 
1314 Locust Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 


Dear Phil: 


Finally we met and I am so appreciative of your helpfulness to me. 
I enjoyed my day in the library very much. I wish I could do it often. 


One of the coincidences which occurred was that the scale group I was 
with visited the Liberty Bell and were told that John Wilbank cast a- 
new bell for the State House Tower in 1828 which bell is now gone. 

In my search of newspapers the previous day, I found an advertisement 
that Wilbank was selling counterfeit coin detector scales in 1837. _ 
Would you send me a photostat of his advertisement in any one of the 
issues of the Pennsylvanian from October 2, 1837 thru December 11, 1837. 
It has a picture of a scale and is usually on page 1, column 2. i 


I also wish to clarify the enclosed misprint in the 1856 business directory. 
Troemner was at 240 High Street in 1853 according to your letter. Thus, 
Troemner is Froemer. What was Troemner's address in 1854 and 1855? 

I assume Meyer (Myers) is not listed in 1854 or 1855 and had died. 


I enjoyed seeing the Richardson scales and read all the interesting 
material on them. 


Thank you for your cooperation and helpfulness. 





EPN: bv 


P.S. Please advise me if making a small photocopy from a large bound 
newspaper is difficult, as I may need a few more. 
EPN 


THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA »& Founven 1731 


1314 LOCUST STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19107-5698 (215) 546-3181 
May 22, 1990 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St, Lows, MO 635150 


Dear Eric, 


You are in luck. We are currently field testing a small hand-held photocopier here in our 
Reading Room which, if it made better copies, would be ideal for your sort of request. I have 
recopied the smaller copy so it doesn't get lost in the shuffle. We don't know yet if we are going 
to incorporate this device into our routine. So far, it does not seem to do any damage, so we just 
might. A plague of such requests, however, might be overwhelming, with a room full of newspaper 
researchers dragging this device merrily across the columns. We might like to avoid that. Let me 
know what you would like and I can probably provide. 


As you conclude, Froemer is no doubt Troemner. The Directory listing for Troemner in 1854 and 
1855 is 240 Market St. There is no Froemer listed in the Directories. The scale maker Meyer/ 
Meyers/Myer/Myers is gone from the directories by this time. 


I enjoyed your visit here. It is always fun to connect live bodies with disembodied voices or 
letters. I'm glad your visit was productive. Also, we thank you for the gift of the fascinating 
manuscript. It fits right in with one of our major interests here, the production and spread of 
books in early America. Our Curator of Printed Books, James Green, will acknowledge this in 
a more formal way when he returns here in June. 


As usual, feel free to write or call with any questions you think we might handle. 


Sincerel 


ye 


Gy) 


Phil Lapsansky 


( 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Philip Lapsansky Juby 20, 1992 
Library Company of Philadelphia 

1314 Locust St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 


Dear Phil: 


I located a brass coin detector scale in the American 
Numismatic Society holdings. It is to test $1, $2.50 and $5 coins. 


It is marked 
H & C HOWARD 
PHILA 


I think it has to be after 1849 and before 1854. Would your 
directories contain the firm data, the address, and over what 
period they or their associates were in business. 


I would be most grateful. 


Your Grateful: pest, 


fs se Sa 


Eric P. Newman 








THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA ~& rounvep 1731 


1314 LOCUST STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA IQIO7 
Aug. 6, 1992 


Dear Eric, 


A hasty reply to your queries, 45 minutes before leaving here 
for vacation. 

Ichecked City Directories for 1849-55, and went forward and back- 
ward in five year increments, and did not find H. & C. Howard, nor 
any Howard listed as a scale maker.. I checked that same range for 
"Moore" as well, and found the same. Elusive folks. 

The offprint of your article arrived and is catalogued into our 
collection. Thanks. 


Sincerely, 


a 
RA 


Phil Lapsansky 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Phil Lapsansky January 11, 1993 
Library Company of Philadelphia 

13h4 Locust: St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19107-5898 


Dear Phil: 


It has become necessary for me to get further information on 
Fredrick Meyer (scalemaker of Philadelphia), a subject a subject 


you kindly looked into for me. Copies of your letters are 
enclosed. 

My notes, from quick research in directories in your office 
show: 


1840 (McElroy) - Frederick Myers, scalemaker, 492 N. Second 


1846 (McElroy) - Frederick Meyer & Co.scale manufacturers, 196 High 


1848 ' - same 
ioe. wv - same 
1853 * - Frederick Meyer & Co. scale manufacturers, 240 High 


1849 (O’Brien’s) - Myer, F & Co. 196 Market St, s side, brass scale 
nEOrSs. 


1853 (O’Brien’s) - F. Myer & Co. (brass) 240 Market 


I realize the spelling of the name is varied. The individual 
name changes to a firm name and that has become important. What 
I would like to know is, What name form and detail is used in the 
years between 1840 and 1846 or if there are other than the above 
directories between 1840 and 1853 which list Meyer. It seems that 
Troemner was first an employee and then a partner of Meyer for a 
while. Then Troemner took over Myer in 1853 and Myer is no longer 
listed. 

Meyer as an independent scale maker who served the U.S. Mint 
has loomed in importance and that is why I must try to figure out 
when his partnership existed with Troemner. 


My greetings and thanks, 


ee 


A nm Ns Fl el 


Eric P. Newman 


A. George Mallis 
Lieutenant Colonel (AUS-Ret) 
788 Stony Hill Road 
Wilbraham, Massachusetts, 07095 


January 14, 1993 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Mo., 63105 


Dear Eric; 


Glad that you and Evelyn had a nice vacation over the holidays and the you 
have "recharged" your battery. We were not able to do very much as Dorothy 
is still very weak but seems to be improving daily. 


Enclosed is a copy of the Winter, 1992 issue of the Trowel magazine, which 
is the official publication of the Grand Lodge of Masons of Massachusetts, 
in which is the article on Benjamin Franklin which I wrote for the maga- 
zine. You may find it of some interest. It is my intention to write a sim 
ilar article for each quarterly publication in the future. The next arti- 
cle will feature Andrew Jackson, to be followed by William McKinley and 
then James Monroe. 


As I indicated to you on the telephone, I have been trying to determine 
the technical dimensions of the WIARDA patent counterfeit coin detector. 
To my best knowledge, this device does not currently exist in any of the 
collections with which I am familiar, thus my desire to determine its de- 
Sign technicalities. Enclosed herewith are two drawings showing the techni 
-cal dimensions and details plus a drawing indicating how the device is as 
-sembled. I have determined that the counterweight within the device 
should be in the vicinity of ten (10) grams and will depend upon the 
weight of the material from which the strip of metal used in the fabrica- 
tion is made. My preliminary counterweight computations were based upon a 
brass strip that had a weight of sixteen (16) ounces per square foot. I 
have made a cardboard model and the dimensions check out pretty well. 


I find it difficult to understand how the Patent Office ever issued pat- 
ents for just a drawing of an object without its basic dimensions, but I 
guess that is the way it was done then. The business of allowing "others 
skilled in the art to construction same" was a figment of some bodies im 
-agination without proper dimensions upon which to base the design. 


Hope that you have a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year for you and 
yours. 


As ever 
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THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA 2» Fouxvep 1731 


1314 LOCUST STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19107-5698 (215) 546-3181 


January 26, 1993 
Dear Eric, 


Here’s a summary of the directory information. Our general directories through the 
period are all McElroy’s, supplemented by several business directories. 


O’Brien’s City and County Merchants Pocket Directory, 1841--no listing. 

McElroy’s 1841, same as 1840. 

McElroy’s, 1842, Meyer, Frederick, scalemr, 324 High St. 

McElroy’s, 1843, no listing. 

O’Bnen’s U.S. Advertising Circular & City & County Merchants’Directory, 1843, no listing. 

McElroy’s, 1844, Meyer, Frederick & Co., scale manufacturers, 196 High. Also, first 
listing for Troemner, Henry, scale manuf. 196 High. Also listed in "Business Directory" section 
under "Platform Scales," Frederick Meyer & Co. This is the first McElroy’s with a separate 
business directory section. 

O’Brien’s Philadelphia Wholesale Business Directory 1844, no listing. 

McElroy’s, 1845, same as 1844 for both, but no listing in Business section. 


Mercantile Register, or Business Man’s Guide, 1846, advertisement, find photocopy enclosed. 


McElroy’s, 1846, Meyer as you have it, also Troemner as Troomner, no listing in business 
section. 


McElroy’s, 1847, same, Troemner as Tromner, no separate business section. 


Philadelphia Almanac and General Business directory . . .1848, under "Scales & Balances," 
Meyers & Co., 194% Market. 


McElroy’s, 1848, Meyer Frederick & Co., scale manufaturers, 196 High.; Troemner, 
Henry scale manuf. 196 High. 


McElroy’s, 1849, same. 





Bywaters’s Philadelphia Business Directory . . .1849, Meyers & Co., 196 High. 
McElroy’s, 1850, same. 

Bywater’s, 1850, same. 

McElroy’s, 1851, same. 


McElroy’s, 1852, Meyer, Frederick & Co., scale manufacturers, 240 High; Troemner, 
Henry, scale manuf. 196 High. 


McElroy’s, 1853, same, but Troemner address corrected[?] to 240 High. 
And that’s it. I hope this is helpful. 


Best wishes, 





Phil Lapsansky 
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THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHILADELPHIA »& Founven 1731 


1314 LOCUST STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA IQIO7 
April 30, 1990 


Eric P. Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63150 


Dear Mr. Newman 
Yes, we received the third edition of Early Paper Money, for which we thank you. 


To your questions: a quick check through city directories shows Frederick Meyer (some- 
times Myers) active from 1840 to 1853, beginning at 492 N. 2nd St and moving by 1850 to 
‘196 High (Market) St., and in 1853 to 240 High St. Henry Troemner first appears in 1844, 
at 7 Pleasant Retreat; by 1850 he is also at 196 High and by 1856 at 240, and by 1860 at 710 
Market. One Troemner or another is active through the 19th century and unto this day; they 
still make scales which are marketed by Edmund Scientific Col in New Jersey. The partnership 
of George C. Ewing Jr and numerous Fairbanks (Thaddeus, Horace, Franklin and over time others) 
seems to start in 1856 at 225 Market St., and, 1870 -1879, at 715 Chestnut. Most of the Fairbanks 


involved are listed as actually residing in Vermong. 


Where is the meeting of the Antique Scale Collectors? We would like to get in touch and 
receive any newsletters and other publications. I look forward to your visit on May 11. Some 
of the scales in our collection of scientific instruments may interest you. 


Sincerely, 


te) 42 “yee oe 


Phil Lapsansky 





THE LIBRARY COMPANY OF PHIBADELPHIA ONS Sole 


I9QIO 
1314 LOCUST STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19 7 


April 30, 1990 


Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 


6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, MO 63150 


Dear Mr. Newman 
Yes, we received the third edition of Early Paper Money, for which we thank you. 


To your questions: a quick check through city directories shows Frederick Meyer (some- 
times Myers) active from 1840 to 1853, beginning at 492 N. 2nd St and moving by 1850 to 
196 High (Market) St., and in, 1853 to 240 High St. Henry Troemner first appears in 1844, 
at 7 Pleasant Retreat; by 1850-he is also at 196 High and by 1856 at 240, and by 1860 at 710 
Market. One Troemner or another is active through the 19th century and unto this day; they 
still make scales which are marketed by Edmund Scientific Col in New Jersey. The partnership 
of George C. Ewing Jr and numerous Fairbanks (Thaddeus, Horace, Franklin and over time others) 
seems to start in 1856 at 225 Market St., and, 1870 -1879, at 715 Chestnut. Most of the Fairbanks 


involved are listed as actually residing in Vermong. 


Where is the meeting of the Antique Scale Collectors? We would like to get in touch and 
receive any newsletters and other publications. I look forward to your visit on May 11. Some 
of the scales in our collection of scientific instruments may interest you. 


Sincerely, 


< a ve bs | if { —-——- 
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Phil Lapsansky 
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. HOCHS STRASSER 


BELL HANGER & LOCKSMIT 


Ro, 49 8, Kighth Street, Philadeiphia, 
INVENTOR OF Smead. BELLS, ETC., 


Informs the public that the above has been in use fur a long time, and 
has proved to be superior to any other plan for hotels. He also manufac- 
tures Metallic Letters, Numbers for Signs and Patterns. Orders from the 
country promptly attended to, and instructions given for putting up. 

Rererencrs.—Delavan House, Albany; Messrs. Sandersons, Franklin 
House; Mr. H. Charter, American House, Philadelphia, 
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PHILADELPHIA BUSINESS DIRECTORY. . 333 





BAU ZBaRs. 


JOSEPH BUSCH, 


BRUSH B BLOCK AND VENEER SAWING. 


Broad Street, above Pennsylvania Avenue, east side. 
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A. B. DAVIS & CO, 


PHILADELPHIA SCALE MANUFACTORY, 
N. W. CORNER OF FIFTEENTH & WILLOW STS. 
WAWUFALCTCRERS OF 


SCALES SUITABLE FOR WEYGH LOCKS, RAIL ROAD TRACKS & DEPOTS, 
3 COAL, HAY AND LIVE STOCK. 
FS Mp Ail styles of Dormant & Portable Platform Scales & Patent Balances. 

GEORGE W. COLBY, Gznzrat Acent, (late agent Fairbanks & Co.) 
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E. & T. FAIRBANKS & CO., 


PATENT PLATFORM 
SCALES, 


WAREHOUSE, 225 MARKET STREET, 


PHLLADELERTA.. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Acznrs. 
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HENRY FROEMER, 
No. 240 MARKET STREET. 


MANUFACTURER GF SCALES AND WEIGHTS, 


SUCCESSOR 
AWD LATE PARTWER OF 
EE. MYERS ck CO. 
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Notes and Queries 
Query number 119 WaT 


This H Troemner advertisement comes from Colton's General Atlas, New York, 1856 trade book. 
As you will see, Troemner advertised Bevringer French Counter Scales. EQM has never 
mentioned that name. What have you on Bevringer? If they are the scales shown across the 
bottom of the advertisement, they look beautiful. So, what can you tell me? Is there a catalogue 
by Troemner in about 1850? 


Assay Balances, 
Bank Balances, 
Platform Scales, 
Post Office Scales, 

Gold “ 
Druggist Counter Scales, 
‘Prescription <¢ 

Grocers’ Scales, 


—— 





Qe eS se a A , _ BAB Butchers’ 
| a= = = : > Bevringer’s French 
A Counter Scales, i 
z _ AND 
= Weights of all sorts and 
= sizes. 
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Reply from the editor 


Troemner was using a variation of the name Béranger, a French company whose owner had 
invented a parallel linked counter scale, more elaborate than the familiar roberval scales. Your 
question triggered a major part of this issue to explaining these practical and decorative scales. 
The scales each side of Troemner's name in the advert are roberval scales. The beautiful scales 
along the bottom are all equal-arm scales & comprise, probably, a bank scale, a druggists scales 
& an assay balance, (with thin pillars each side of the pillar forming primitive rests for the beam.) 


The oldest Troemner catalogue that I have is their 1926 one, but I presume that earlier catalogues 
have survived in the U S. Any owner of an earlier catalogue might like to arrange for ISASC to 
reprint it, as Troemners made interesting, varied and unusual scales, which were greatly admired 
by Michael Crawforth. He considered that Troemners were the most exciting general scale 
makers in the United States. 


In parenthesis, another American company that had trouble with French names was Herman Kohlbusch. In their 
1902 catalogue, they advertise Robervahl scales! At least their spelling had the effect of getting the customer to say a 
reasonably accurate rendering of the French pronunciation! 
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